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United Nations Charter, Chapter VII:
Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace, Breaches of
the Peace, and Acts of Aggression

Article 39
The Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act
of aggression and shall make recommendations, or decide what measures shall be taken in accordance
with Articles 41 and 42, to maintain or restore international peace and security.

Article 40
In order to prevent an aggravation of the situation, the Security Council may, before making the
recommendations or deciding upon the measures provided for in Article 39, call upon the parties
concerned to comply with such provisional measures as it deems necessary or desirable. Such
provisional measures shall be without prejudice to the rights, claims, or position of the parties
concerned. The Security Council shall duly take account of failure to comply with such provisional
measures.

Article 41
The Security Council may decide what measures not involving the use of armed force are to be
employed to give effect to its decisions, and it may call upon the Members of the United Nations to
apply such measures. These may include complete or partial interruption of economic relations and of
rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other means of communication, and the severance of
diplomatic relations.

Article 42
Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be inadequate or
have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land forces as may be necessary to
maintain or restore international peace and security. Such action may include demonstrations, blockade,
and other operations by air, sea, or land forces of Members of the United Nations.
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Article 43

1. All Members of the United Nations, in order to contribute to the maintenance of
international peace and security, undertake to make available to the Security Council, on
its call and in accordance with a special agreement or agreements, armed forces,
assistance, and facilities, including rights of passage, necessary for the purpose of
maintaining international peace and security.

2. Such agreement or agreements shall govern the numbers and types of forces, their
degree of readiness and general location, and the nature of the facilities and assistance
to be provided.

3. The agreement or agreements shall be negotiated as soon as possible on the initiative of
the Security Council. They shall be concluded between the Security Council and
Members or between the Security Council and groups of Members and shall be subject
to ratiVcation by the signatory states in accordance with their respective constitutional
processes.

Article 44
When the Security Council has decided to use force it shall, before calling upon a Member not
represented on it to provide armed forces in fulfilment of the obligations assumed under Article 43,
invite that Member, if the Member so desires, to participate in the decisions of the Security Council
concerning the employment of contingents of that Member's armed forces.

Article 45
In order to enable the United Nations to take urgent military measures, Members shall hold immediately
available national air-force contingents for combined international enforcement action. The strength
and degree of readiness of these contingents and plans for their combined action shall be determined
within the limits laid down in the special agreement or agreements referred to in Article 43, by the
Security Council with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee.

Article 46
Plans for the application of armed force shall be made by the Security Council with the assistance of the
Military Staff Committee.

Article 47

1. There shall be established a Military Staff Committee to advise and assist the Security
Council on all questions relating to the Security Council's military requirements for the
maintenance of international peace and security, the employment and command of
forces placed at its disposal, the regulation of armaments, and possible disarmament.

2. The Military Staff Committee shall consist of the Chiefs of Staff of the permanent
members of the Security Council or their representatives. Any Member of the United
Nations not permanently represented on the Committee shall be invited by the
Committee to be associated with it when the ebcient discharge of the Committee's
responsibilities requires the participation of that Member in its work.

3. The Military Staff Committee shall be responsible under the Security Council for the
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strategic direction of any armed forces placed at the disposal of the Security Council.
Questions relating to the command of such forces shall be worked out subsequently.

4. The Military Staff Committee, with the authorization of the Security Council and after
consultation with appropriate regional agencies, may establish regional sub-committees.

Article 48

1. The action required to carry out the decisions of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security shall be taken by all the Members of the
United Nations or by some of them, as the Security Council may determine.

2. Such decisions shall be carried out by the Members of the United Nations directly and
through their action in the appropriate international agencies of which they are members.

Article 49
The Members of the United Nations shall join in affording mutual assistance in carrying out the
measures decided upon by the Security Council.

Article 50
If preventive or enforcement measures against any state are taken by the Security Council, any other
state, whether a Member of the United Nations or not, which finds itself confronted with special
economic problems arising from the carrying out of those measures shall have the right to consult the
Security Council with regard to a solution of those problems.

Article 51
Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence if an
armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken
measures necessary to maintain international peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the
exercise of this right of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not
in any way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to
take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace
and security.

 

(https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fabout-us%2Fun-charter%2Fchapter-

7&title=Chapter%20VII%3A%20Action%20with%20Respect%20to%20Threats%20to%20the%20Peace%2C%20Breaches%20of%20the%20Peace%2C%20and%20Acts%20of%20Aggression%20(Articles%2039-
51)%20%7C%20United%20Nations)

(/#facebook)

(/#x) (/#email)

(/#whatsapp)

Share

Facebook

X Email

WhatsApp

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-7 12/1/25, 3:57 PM
Page 3 of 6



MAIN BODIES

DEPARTMENTS / OFFICES

● General Assembly
(http://www.un.org/en/ga/)

● Security Council
(https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/)

● Economic and Social Council
(http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/)

● Trusteeship Council
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/trusteeship-council)

● International Court of Justice
(http://www.icj-cij.org/en)

● Secretariat
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/secretariat)

● New York
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/secretariat)

● Geneva (http://www.unog.ch/)

● Nairobi (http://www.unon.org/)

● Vienna (http://www.unvienna.org/)

● UN System Directory
(http://www.unsceb.org/directory/)

● UN System Chart
(https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_system_chart.pdf)

● Global Leadership
(https://www.un.org/sg/en/global-
leadership/home)

● UN Information Centres
(https://www.un.org/en/department-
of-global-
communications/worldwide/united-
nations-information-centres)

RESOURCES / SERVICES

● Emergency information
(http://emergency.un.org/)

● Reporting Wrongdoing
(https://oios.un.org/report-
wrongdoing)

● UN Journal (https://journal.un.org/)

● Documents
(https://www.un.org/en/our-
work/documents)

● Guidelines for gender-inclusive
language
(http://www.un.org/en/gender-
inclusive-language/)

● Databases
(https://www.un.org/en/library/page/databases)

● Library (https://www.un.org/library)

● UN iLibrary (http://www.un-
ilibrary.org/)

● UN Chronicle
(https://www.un.org/en/chronicle)

● UN Yearbook
(https://www.un.org/en/yearbook)

● Bookshop (https://shop.un.org/)

● Publications for sale
(https://shop.un.org/)

● Maps
(https://www.un.org/geospatial/)

● Media Accreditation
(http://www.un.org/en/media/accreditation/)

● NGO accreditation at ECOSOC
(https://ecosoc.un.org/en/ngo/consultative-
status)

● NGO accreditation at DGC
(https://www.un.org/en/civil-
society/page/application)

● Visitors’ services
(http://visit.un.org/)

● Exhibits

KEY DOCUMENTS

NEWS AND MEDIA

● UN Charter
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/un-charter)

● Universal Declaration of Human
Rights
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/universal-declaration-of-human-
rights)

● Convention on the Rights of the
Child (http://www.unicef.org/crc/)

● Statute of the International Court
of Justice
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/un-charter/statute-of-the-
international-court-of-justice)

● Annual Report of the Secretary-
General on the Work of the
Organization
(https://www.un.org/en/annualreport)

● News (https://news.un.org/en/)

● Press Releases
(http://www.un.org/press/en/)

● Briefings
(http://www.un.org/press/en/content/noon-
briefings)

● Spokesperson
(http://www.un.org/sg/spokesperson/)

● Photos
(https://dam.media.un.org/)

● UNIfeed
(https://media.un.org/unifeed/en)

● UN Web TV
(https://webtv.un.org/en)

● UN Video
(https://www.un.org/en/video)

● Social Media

ISSUES / CAMPAIGNS

● Global Issues
(https://www.un.org/en/global-
issues/)

● Observances
(https://www.un.org/en/observances)

● Sustainable Development Goals
(http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/)

● Our Common Agenda
(https://www.un.org/en/common-
agenda)

● The Summit of the Future
(https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-
the-future)

● Pact for the Future
(https://www.un.org/pact-for-the-
future/en)

● Climate Action
(http://www.un.org/en/climatechange/)

● Peace and Security
(https://www.un.org/en/peaceandsecurity)

● Action for Peacekeeping (A4P)
(https://www.un.org/en/A4P/)

● Global Crisis Response Group
(https://news.un.org/pages/global-
crisis-response-group/)

● Call to Action for Human Rights
(https://www.un.org/en/content/action-
for-human-rights/index.shtml)

● Disability Inclusion Strategy
(https://www.un.org/en/content/disabilitystrategy/)

● Fight Racism
(https://www.un.org/en/fight-
racism)

● Hate Speech
(https://www.un.org/en/hate-
speech)

● LGBTIQ+ People
(https://www.un.org/lgbtiq-people)
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(https://www.un.org/exhibits)

● Procurement
(http://www.un.org/Depts/ptd/welcome-
united-nations-procurement-
division-unpd)

● Employment
(https://careers.un.org/lbw/Home.aspx)

● Internships
(https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?
viewtype=IP)

● Model UN
(https://www.un.org/en/mun)

● Academic Impact
(/en/academicimpact)

● UN Archives
(https://archives.un.org/)

● UN Audiovisual Library
(https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en)

● How to donate to the UN System
(https://www.un.org/en/about-
us/how-to-donate-to-the-un-
system)

● Information on COVID-19
(Coronavirus)
(https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus)

● Africa Renewal
(https://www.un.org/africarenewal/)

● Ten ways the UN makes a
difference
(https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_card_2025_e.pdf)

● GA High-level Week 2025
(https://www.un.org/en/high-level-
week-2025)

(https://www.un.org/en/get-
involved/social-media)

● The Essential UN
(http://www.un.org/en/essential-
un/)

● Awake at Night podcast
(https://www.un.org/en/awake-at-
night)

● Safety of Journalists
(https://www.un.org/en/safety-
journalists)

● Rule of Law
(https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/)

● Action to Counter Terrorism
(http://www.un.org/en/counterterrorism/)

● Victims of Terrorism
(http://www.un.org/victimsofterrorism/en)

● Children and Armed Conflict
(https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/)

● Violence Against Children (SRSG)
(https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/)

● Sexual Violence in Conflict
(https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/)

● Refugees and Migrants
(http://refugeesmigrants.un.org/)

● Action Agenda on Internal
Displacement
(https://www.un.org/en/content/action-
agenda-on-internal-displacement/)

● Spotlight Initiative
(http://www.un.org/en/spotlight-
initiative/index.shtml)

● Preventing Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse
(https://www.un.org/preventing-
sexual-exploitation-and-abuse/)

● Prevention of Genocide and the
Responsibility to Protect
(http://www.un.org/en/genocide-
prevention/)

● 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in
Rwanda
(http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/)

● The Holocaust
(http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/)

● The Question of Palestine
(https://www.un.org/unispal/)

● The Transatlantic Slave Trade
(https://www.un.org/en/rememberslavery)

● Decolonization
(https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en)

● Messengers of Peace
(https://www.un.org/en/mop)

● Roadmap for Digital Cooperation
(https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-
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cooperation-roadmap/)

● Digital Financing Task Force
(https://www.un.org/en/digital-
financing-taskforce)

● Data Strategy
(https://www.un.org/datastrategy)

● Information Integrity
(https://www.un.org/en/information-
integrity)

● Countering Disinformation
(https://www.un.org/en/countering-
disinformation)

● UN80 Initiative
(https://www.un.org/un80-
initiative/en)

(https://www.un.org/en/)
DONATE (/EN/ABOUT-US/HOW-TO-DONATE-TO-THE-UN-SYSTEM)

 (https://www.facebook.com/unitednations)  (http://twitter.com/un)  (http://www.youtube.com/unitednations)

 (http://www.tickr.com/photos/un_photo/)  (http://instagram.com/unitednations)

A-Z SITE INDEX (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/SITE-INDEX) CONTACT (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/CONTACT-US-0)

COPYRIGHT (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/ABOUT-US/COPYRIGHT) FAQ (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/ABOUT-US/FREQUENTLY-ASKED-QUESTIONS)

FRAUD ALERT (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/ABOUT-US/FRAUD-ALERT) PRIVACY NOTICE (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/ABOUT-US/PRIVACY-NOTICE)

TERMS OF USE (HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/EN/ABOUT-US/TERMS-OF-USE)
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