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of the Conatitution of the United States. Havi
mwade this ob don, and having end 116
separate the resolution from personal considera-
ons of every kind, 1 say that 1 eannot vote for
it in the form in which it is now presented.

There are parts of it asking for information,
which T believe it is the right of this Honss to
Jor, and 0 which I have no objection whatsoever.

believe, on hearing the resolution read, ss T just || knows

now did for the first tme, having been in atténd- || pended. The law itaelf gives to the Presidont alona

mnee on the committen when the resolution was
first introduced,—I believe, 1 say, that to those
parts which do not_bring into question any pro-
wisions of the Constitution, or the n Boe
ey to be observed on the part of the Executive,
respect 1o watlers which concern the foreign rela-
tiona of the country, [ shall have no objeeuon.

But m;ﬂﬁml. and as [ think, the most_ materinl !

part of 1

uires an o

this Fouse of the manner in which a fnd has been |

expended, which, under the Conatitution and la
of the United States, hus boen hitherts buried

onnd secpeey, and in respect to which it was
the intention, as [ have always undersiood, thay
perpetual secreey should be maintained. The pro-
vision i

nited States, for which no other account shall be

iven than by a cenifieate under the hiand of the | be John T
‘resident himself thet it hos been expended for the |

public benefit, and that document, when earried to
the treasury , pogses the aeconnt. Tt has been said,
or at least intimared by gentlemen on this flaor,
that the abject of this sceret fund is nocessary 1o
corruption.  This is not g0, During the time 1
had the honor of oceupying thatsiation, I gnve a cer-
tificate for the expenditure of oue year's appro
priation of this fund, and it wened out o be altn
gether inadequate to the end w be accomplished
there was no more corruption in the whele o
the transaction for which that money was appl
than there is in the debate of thiz [Houso to-day
1 do not say what it was for. 1 have never stated
1o anybody except o wy successor in that_offic

s, that A ceriain sum of money shall be |
%Imed at the disposal of the actual Presilent of the || sponsible; amd if the zentlenan intends to impeach |

himself. 1t does not go through the Secretary of

to || State. The order which [ issued to that effect for |

the whole sum of money was not known to the
Secretary of State at the ume [ made it, any more

| than it was to you an hour age. The Secretary

of State was not at the seat of Government at the
time T dirccted the negotintion. He was not here
for months afterwards, T do not know that he
to this day for what that money wos ex-

the power of expending it; and it is no more ne-
eesgary that it ghould pass throwgiy the hands of
the Seerstary of State than that it shonkd puss
through this House. That is one of my reasons
for objecting to the adoption of the resolinion, Tt
annot bring the information it calls for; amd if it

o produce nny cfficet at all, it must b mubd ressed
| to Mr. Jolm Tyler, ol not o the Seeretary of
| State, or o the present President; for probably the
present Presadent knowe no morae than you or 1,
for what purpase the money was expended. Tt

State. 1 do not know but what the President may
uthorize the Sceretary of Stue to expend the

nt ease,  But for it the President himself is re-

" nylndy fior the expendimre of that mopey , it must
ter, and mot Danicl Webster.

L INGERSOLL. 1nam anxious o say

M. .

11 that in all thie business, so faras | know, Mr, T'y-

ler's conduet has been irrepranchable, and that my
wbject is to getat o guilty Secretary who sbused
lint power,

Mr. ADAMS,  Whether the Secretnry nbused
hat pawer ar not, Twill not undertnke at present
o sy but o say, that iF he hnd the power o
Luse it, it was by the order of his superior, the
Presilent of the United States, who alone had the
uthority to expewd the money.  The Secretary
£ State hnd no mare power 10 spend n dollar of
thn you or I, Mr. Speaker, have to-day.
Whatever expenditure was made by the Secretary
of State, or theough that Department, must have

what the money wos expanded for. But imme- i been minde, nid conld be mnde in no other way,

dintely after he came into office, known to
him the object of the expenditure; and he accom-
plished the purpose for which that money wus de-
signed, and of which I will only say that it was a
reaty of commerce with the Sublime Porte. Now,
if the Fouse will only reeolleet for a moment what
advantage and benefit have resulted to this conntry
from that provision of the law giving to the Pres
dent of the United States the power to apply a ce

| than by s order from_the President.  He is

; responsible person, nnd if there has been any cor-
| puption in thie expendinwe of die money, which 1
o not in the"slightest degree suapeet, Mr, Tyler
the reaponsille person, sad he it is who ie 1o be
led wpon to account for it. 1 sny, therefore
that ift you send the resolution to the resident of
he United Stntes, it in extremely probnhle that he
y anawer that hie knows no more nbout it than

tain sum._for secret-service money in our rélations |yt do. Tt does ot fullow that, becouse 1 eam-
with foreign countries; if they will refleet what the © iented 10wy i i for what
state of things was at that time, and how necessary || purpose I had ondered on expendire of this
euch & fand was to the ish of the end || ot theongh the Department of State, Lot

which that negotintion with the Sultan of Turkey
had in view, although probubly there is pot s men
ber of the House who knew of any such mounoy
having been so expended; if, [ say, the Fouse
consider theso things, and bear in mind with whe

effect that fund was used, they will be disposed, 1

think, to_reconsider the opinion that it is u cor-
ruption fund, and will believe that it may he ap
phed for purposes es fair and honorable us any
country can require. .

To the objections thus stated to the adaption of
this resolution, I must add another—thnt there is
any inquiry whatever, in regard to the secret ser-
wvice, to which this fund was nlx)imd. with refer-
ence to the pegotistion in the Ashburton treaty.
This must be altogether strack out before [ can
wvote for the resolution.

Mr. C. ], INGERSOLL. There is not a word
abaut the Ashburton treaty in the resolution.

Mr. ADAMS. Mr, Speaker, one of the objec-
tions I have to this resolution is, that it has not the
very object which the mover of it says it has. It
calls upon the dié‘dmilgam I'.'(: 5:\-05: account a'f_

_Moneys ex| P e Department o
.smw,yand chl?::] them .':S inst the Secretary of
Sue: - Now, for_the expenditare of that money,
of State, present or past, is no more
responaible than you or L The law itself requires
ihat it shall be expended by order of the President
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- throwzh other channels=that other Prezidents may
hava done so.  Under the lnw which hor bean
read by the chairman of the Committee of Ways
eans, [Mr. McKay,] this money is to

I for by a personal centificate from th
o having no more reference to the Depart
| ment of State than to the Department of th
| Treasury, and perhaps not so much. He is an-
| thorized and requived 10 centify to the accounting
| offieera for cerlain sums of money expended, with
| his approbation, for certsin purpeses, snd that
ficate is to anawer for all the more minute de-
 toils required in all other amounts_settled a the
| Teeasury Department.  That certifieate he must
| give,and he is responsible for it, ns 1 have always
| held myanlrmgronsihle to the conntey for all time,
g long aa T live, for the expenditure of that

MOney.
And here 1 take oceasion to eay that 1 differ
| with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Ba:
and, 1 believe, other gentlemen who have
that the day of impeachment pasacd, by the
Constitation, from the moment the public office
expirca. | hold no such doctrine. T hold myself,
ao lonz as | have the breath of life in my body,
amennble to impeachment by this House for every-
th '!K’: Tdid during the time T held any public office,
r.

impeachment, removal from office ¢

does not, T repent, go through the Seeretnry of |

poney.  That moy have heen the fuet in the pres- |

BAYLY. Isnot the judgment, in case of

T v A
I Mr.ADAMS. Jnd disquelification o hold any
affice of honor, trost, or profit, under the United
States for ever afierwards—a punishment much
greater in my opinion than removal from offiee. It
clings 1o & man a8 lowg as he lives; ond if any pab-
lie officer ever put himaclf in a position 0 he tried
| by impeachment, he would have ve Tittleof my
oid opinion, if_he did not think disqualification
rom holding office for life a wmore severc
ment thun mere removal from ofice. 1hold, there-
fore, that every President of the United States,
every Secreury of Stute, every, officer impeachuble
by the laws of the country, is 88 liahle, twenty
eara nfier his office hos expired, ns be is whilst
& enmtinues in office ; and if such is not the case,
i an officer coubd thus word off the pains of im-
chment, what would be the value of the pro-
vision, or when do_yon suppose discoveries w
be made that wanid vender impeachment efectunl
1 spenk with reference to the provisions of the Con-
itution, and to the great olject conterapluted b{
these provisions; and 1 now say that if one tent
:| of the charges ngninst the person who is here at-
| tncked are true, impenchment, in my humble judg-
Il ment, is the course which ought to be pursued by
Il this Flouse; and that in that process of impench-
mient the wanal requisites of Justice to every man
| eharged with heinous crimes and mislemeanors,
| whould e complied with; that the accused shou
|| himve notiee of the impeachment; that e should
have notice of the rvidence to be brought against
hims that he may have the means of defence be-
1| fore the bar of this Flouse ; and that he may not
be reached by side-blows by npplications for what
|| may be dragged un outof the Department of Stte,
|| when he was in that oflice, to injure him in the
il public mind, probably fur services of the first im-
|| portance to the country. . .
I As to other parts of the resnlution, ealling for
| copies of papers in relation 1o a fee probably paid
il ton lnwyer in the defence of & man on trinl in the
|| Btate of New York, or other things, documents
It which may possibly bring up the broken ruing of
n confliet between the Government of the United
States and the Governor of ihe Staie of New York
at that time, maters which T believe had much bet-
ter be auffered to slumber, as they hove dene for
many years past, when connected with the eharge
of sartuption, I should be very reluctant {0 give
my vote for such neall. As to the negotiation on
the Ashhurton treaty, 1 have no doubt that thers

were transactions passed between the de-
Imrtmenm. some parts of whicl m:zr be brought to
ight by a call on the Department of State. L if

the secred featnres of that negotiation are to be call-
e for and laid before the House, 1 expeet you will
have calls for information, of which yen will find
no teace in the Department of State, which
i will implicate, #o far perhapa as even to eXpose 1o
| the chanee of public censure, those by no means
i There is probably

tin-
1 would be
uite a8 well 1o suffer to pass into obliv Euatif

0.
ey are to be brought forth, [ =hall vote that all
| may be braught forth, and then I think we shall
have public specalation vesting on other persons
besidea the Secretary of State.

Sa far a3 concerna the charge of corruption
against a Senator of the Tnited States from my own
immedinte Commanwealth—a man highly honored
by his fellow-citi not only for th iees rens
dered in the nezotiation of that treaty, but for
many other public gervices of the first importance,
I, for my part, have no objection to eall for

any-
thing in the Departrent of State, because it is my
full belief that anything which 1= elicited by that
inquiry will operate far more to_justify him, than
1o susiain any charges sgninst him. But, I repeat,
it this eall is to.be made as to the employment of
the secret-service money, in the course of that ne-
gotintion, it must be made not on the Department
of State, but upon the President of the United
States,  The present President, [ think it extreme-
probable, though it may not be so, will say that
e knows no more about the application of the
secret-service money ot that time, this House

T




