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Subsequently, the investigations of the Senate Watergate Committee, the House Judiciary Committee and the Watergate Special prosecutor showed that the 

Woodward-Bernstein reporting had been accurate and perhaps understated the scope and depth of the criminality and abuse of power.  

Over 40 people went to jail because of the Watergate investigations, including Nixon’s top White House aides H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, and Nixon’s 

main attorneys, former Attorney General John N. Mitchell, White House Counsel John W. Dean and Herbert Kalmbach, Nixon’s personal attorney.  The Senate 

report follows and supports much of the reporting by Bernstein and Woodward on the Watergate break-in, cover-up, Nixon White House and 1972 re-election 

campaign espionage, sabotage and fundraising.

Woodward’s first book with Bernstein, All the President’s Men, became a #1 national bestseller in the spring and summer before Nixon resigned in 1974. The 1976 

movie version of All the President’s Men became a classic, with Robert Redford starring as Woodward and Dustin Hoffman as Bernstein.

David Halberstam, in his book The Powers That Be, reported how Seymour Hersh of The New York Times did important reporting on Watergate, especially on 

the payments of hush-money to the Watergate burglars. But, Halberstam wrote of Hersh, “Woodward and Bernstein were always ahead; he was amazed at how 

good they were and how hard they worked, he who had always outworked everyone else, he was in awe of their energy and drive. His recurrent nightmare was of 

arriving at some lawyer’s office and seeing Woodward leaving it. Often that nightmare turned out to be true . . . . It was an unusual feeling for Seymour Hersh, the 

feeling that someone was always just a little ahead of him.”   

More than 25 years later, Hersh, who was then working for The New Yorker, endorsed Woodward’s care. “The one thing about Bob that’s amazing, he gets it 

right,” Hersh was quoted saying in The New York Times.  

One of the leading academic historians of Watergate, Professor Michael Shudson of the University of California, San Diego wrote that Woodward’s and Bernstein’s 

reporting gave the tradition of muckraking “flesh and blood (Woodward and Bernstein) as well as an unforgettable knock-out-punch triumph (Nixon’s 

resignation).”   

 “The most obvious impact of Watergate on the media was to establish The Washington Post as a significant rival to The New York Times in national political 

reporting. This has lastingly, altered the map of political journalism,” Shudson said. 

Watergate, he also claimed, led to “the renewal, reinvigorization and remythologization of muckraking . . . between Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, and Ray Stannard 

Baker in 1904, and Woodward and Bernstein in 1972 and 1973, it had no culturally resonant, heroic exemplars. But Woodward and Bernstein did not simply 

renew, they extended the power of the muckraking image.”   

For Steffens, the corruption was in the local and state governments while the White House was a resource for pressuring for reform, Shudson said.  If low and 

middle level campaign aides had been implicated, no one would remember Watergate, he said. If Nixon’s top White House and campaign aides had been charged, 

Watergate would “be remembered as a great journalistic coup, bringing investigation into the White House itself. But it would not be the heart of American 

journalism mythology. Watergate found a president guilty of crimes, waist-deep in deception and forced him from office. That makes Watergate, with all it 

complexities for the press, the unavoidable central myth of American journalism.”

!e Frost/Nixon Interviews

Nixon himself had harsh words for Woodward and Bernstein during the famous David Frost televised interviews in 1977. The former president would not use 

their names, only referring to “the famous series by some unnamed correspondents” from The Washington Post.  When The Final Days had been published the 

year before, Pat Nixon had had a stroke, and in the Frost interviews Nixon chastised the two reporters for writing about his wife’s “alleged weaknesses.”  

“They haven’t helped,” Nixon told Frost, adding that for, “those who write history as fiction on third-hand knowledge, I have nothing but utter contempt. And I 

will never forgive them. Never!” Frost wrote in his book, “The words were spoken with utter hatred.”  Then Nixon continued, “All I say is Mrs. Nixon read it, and 

her stroke came three days later. I didn’t want her to read it, because I knew the kind of trash it was, and the kind of trash they are . . .” Nixon added his disclaimer, 

“But nevertheless, this doesn’t indicate that that caused the stroke, because the doctors don’t know what caused the stroke. But it sure didn’t help.”  

Earlier in the taping session, Nixon had told Frost that “the greatest concentration of power in the United States today” is not in the White House, the Congress or 

the Supreme Court. “It’s in the media. And it’s too much. . . . It’s too much power and it’s power that the Founding Fathers would have been very concerned about 

. . . There is no check on the networks. There is no check on the newspapers.”  In his book Frost said the session was “was perhaps the clearest window on the 

Nixon personality we might be able to obtain during the entire course of the tapings.” 

Anthony Lewis in the New York Review of Books strongly disputed the account of a vote by his long-time friend Justice William Brennan in a criminal case 

(Moore v. Illinois). According to The Brethren, Brennan refused to change his vote because he did not want to offend Justice Harry Blackmun, who would be 

important on upcoming obscenity and abortion cases. “He won’t leave Harry on this,” Brennan’s clerk reported. Woodward and Armstrong had the notes of 

Brennan’s clerk on the case, Paul Hoeber, who spoke on-the-record. Lewis said that Hoeber later changed his story, which was supported by all but one of the other 

clerks on the court that 1971-72 term. Woodward and Armstrong stuck by their account. Hoeber and his three co-clerks for Brennan that year initially wrote a 

letter to the Post disputing the account in the case but when told of the notes from interviews with Hoeber, they withdrew their letter.  

In its review, The Los Angeles Times said The Brethren was “Explosive . . . .the most controversial book on the Supreme Court yet written.” Five of the nine 

Justices helped and dozens of internal court memos were quoted. Business Week called it “The most comprehensive inside story ever written on the most important 

court in the world.”  

Professor David J. Garrow, in a law journal article of June 22, 2001 cited files from Justice Lewis Powell, Jr. showing how The Brethren stirred immense 

controversy within the court and perhaps had a direct impact on the 1980 decision in the Snepp v. United States decision. In that case, former CIA officer Frank 

Snepp had published a 1977 bestselling book, Decent Interval, exposing the CIA failures during the fall of Saigon in 1975. The Supreme Court affirmed a lower 

court decision requiring Snepp to pay all his royalties to the government because he had not submitted his book for agency approval as required in his CIA 

contract. Garrow cites Justice Powell’s internal correspondence that suggests the court anticipated a hemorrhage of leaks of court documents and secrets in the 

forthcoming book, The Brethren, and wanted to send a warning to future leakers. 

Garrow wrote, “Over time, The Brethren has won a far more respectful reception from scholars than it did from its immediate reviewers.” He cites Georgetown 

Professor Mark Tushnet’s 1992 law journal article. Tushnet, a former clerk to Justice Thurgood Marshall, wrote of The Brethren that “on most particulars and in its 

general depiction of the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Burger, its accuracy has not been impugned.”  

In her 2006 book, Becoming Justice Blackmun, Linda Greenhouse, the veteran New York Times reporter who had access to Blackmun’s extensive files from his 

years on the court, wrote that the Brethren’s “reliance on anonymous sources has made that best-selling book controversial, but, in many instances, Blackmun’s case 

files attest to its accuracy.” Greenhouse said that Blackmun gave two interviews for The Brethren and authorized his clerks to talk to Woodward and Armstrong but 

“Blackmun never revealed his cooperation to the other justices.” In an interview, Woodward disclosed how Justice Potter Stewart was the first justice to 

confidentially describe the court hostility to Chief Justice Warren Burger.

A number of officials, including President Reagan, publicly said that it was impossible that Woodward had interviewed Casey in his hospital room in January 1987 

because they alleged Casey could not speak. This was disputed by others who talked with Casey at the time.  

For example, Robert M. Gates, Casey’s deputy at the time, in his book “From the Shadows”, recounts speaking with Casey during this exact period. Gates directly 

quotes Casey saying 22 words, even more than the 19 words Woodward said Casey used with him.

The CIA’s own internal report found that Casey “had forty-three meetings or phone calls with Woodward, including a number of meetings at Casey’s home with 

no one else present” during the period Woodward was researching his book.  

Kessler also quotes Gates saying, “When I saw him in the hospital, his speech was even more slurred than usual, but if you knew him well, you could make out a 

few words, enough to get sense of what he was saying.”

!e Bill Clinton Years
!e Agenda

Woodward’s next #1 bestseller was The Agenda: Inside the Clinton White House (1994), which was a graphic account of the disputes, temper tantrums and heated 

debates as the new president forged an economic recovery plan.  “An authoritative behind-the-scenes look at how things get done in the Clinton White House,” 

said Robert A. Rankin in The Philadelphia Inquirer.    

More than a decade after The Agenda was published, in his 2005 book on the Clinton presidency, The Survivor, John F. Harris wrote, “Only someone who has 

worked to understand the Clinton presidency in retrospect can truly appreciate the magnitude of Woodward’s achievements in capturing so many essential facts 

and truths about the political and policy dramas of those years at the very moment they were unfolding.”   

In his 1999 memoir, All Too Human, George Stephanopoulos, the Clinton communications director, wrote that the Agenda was “a comprehensive and basically 

accurate account.” He quotes President Clinton saying, “That Woodward book tore my guts out.”    Stephanopoulos also described in detail how Woodward won 

his own cooperation, and he quotes Hillary Clinton saying in July 1994, “The whole problem with this administration is the Woodward book. It’s hurting us 

overseas, and it’s the reason all our numbers are down.”

!e Choice

Shadow: Five Presidents and the Legacy of Watergate

In his 1999 book Shadow, Woodward examined the impact of the scandal on Presidents Ford, Carter, Reagan, George H.W. Bush and Clinton. “Shadow is a 

meticulously documented chronicle of self-delusion and self-pity,” wrote Mary McGrory.  

Several aides in the Clinton White House disputed emotional accounts of Hillary Clinton’s life in the White House and her reaction when her husband 

acknowledged he had had a sexual relationship with former intern Monica Lewinsky. Woodward reported that Hillary had felt “angry . . . betrayed . . . lonely . . . 

exasperated . . .humiliated.”  

But Hillary Clinton’s own memoir, Living History, published in 2003, described her reaction when her husband told her of the affair in almost the same terms. On 

page 466 of Living History, she wrote, “I could hardly breathe. Gulping for air, I started crying and yelling at him . . . Why did you lie to me? . . . . I was furious . . 

. I was dumbfounded, heartbroken and outraged . . . He had betrayed the trust in our marriage, and we both knew it might be an irreparable breach . . . This was 

the most devastating, shocking and hurtful experience of my life.”  On page 469, she wrote, “I was left with nothing but profound sadness, disappointment and 

unresolved anger. I could barely speak to Bill, and when I did, it was a tirade . . . I felt unbearably lonely.” 

Maestro & the Federal Reserve

College and the 
Navy
Woodward was born to Jane and Alfred Woodward in Geneva, 

Illinois on March 26, 1943. 

He enrolled in Yale University in 1961 with an NROTC scholarship, 

and studied history and English literature.  

He received his B.A. degree in 1965, and began a five-year tour of 

duty in the U.S. Navy. 

!e Washington 
Post
After being discharged as a lieutenant in August, 1970, Woodward 

considered attending law school but applied for a job as a reporter for 

The Washington Post.  

Harry M. Rosenfeld, the Post’s metropolitan editor, gave him a two-

week trial, which he failed. 

After a year at the Montgomery Sentinel, a weekly in the Washington 

D.C. suburbs, Woodward was hired as a Post reporter in September, 

1971.

Watergate & All the 
President’s Men
In 1972, the reporting of Woodward and Bernstein in the Post was 

regularly denounced by the Nixon re-election campaign, Republican 

leaders and the White House. For example on Oct. 16, 1972 White 

House Press Secretary Ron Ziegler denounced the reporting as 

“hearsay, innuendo, guilt by association.”  

Six months later, on May 1, 1973, Ziegler reversed himself and said, 

“I would apologize to the Post, and I would apologize to Mr. 

Woodward and Mr. Bernstein . . . . They have vigorously pursued 

this story and they deserve the credit and are receiving the credit.”  

!e Final Days & Nixon

The second Woodward-Bernstein book on Nixon, The Final Days, 

was released in April 1976 as the movie version of All the President’s 

Men was opening in theatres. Newsweek published excerpts in a 

cover story with three pictures of Nixon sweating, bewildered and 

despondent. “The epic political story of our time,” Newsweek said.

With stories of despair, heavy drinking by both Richard Nixon and 

his wife Pat, and talking to portraits of former presidents, Nixon was 

shown at the end of his emotional tether. “Fascinating, macabre, 

mordant, melancholy, frightening,” said the Los Angeles Times, 

though The New York Times said, “Mr. Nixon emerges as a tragic 

figure weathering a catastrophic ordeal . . . and weathering it with 

considerable courage and dignity.”  

Several people questioned details in the book which covered Nixon’s 

16 months as president before his resignation. Most notably Henry 

A. Kissinger, Nixon’s secretary of state and national security adviser, 

initially cast doubt on an emotionally overwrought scene in The 

Final Days in which Nixon and Kissinger get on their knees and pray 

the evening before Nixon announces his resignation.  

But in the second volume of his own memoirs, Years of Upheaval, 

Kissinger gives his own startling account of the three-hour meeting 

praying with a “shattered” Nixon. 

 In his 1992 biography, Kissinger, Walter Isaacson confirmed the 

essentials of the scene and quotes Kissinger saying that Nixon that 

evening was “almost a basket case.” 

!e Brethren & the Supreme Court

Woodward next co-authored The Brethren: Inside the Supreme 

Court, with Scott Armstrong in 1979. After excerpts in The 

Washington Post, a Newsweek cover story, and a segment on CBS 

television’s 60 Minutes, the book immediately rose to #1 on the 

national non-fiction bestseller lists.

The book provided the first detailed, inside, step-by-step account of 

how the court arrived at dozens of its decisions from 1969 to 1976, 

including perhaps its most controversial decision, Roe v. Wade, in 

1973.    

Citing draft opinions, internal memos, and justice-to-justice 

exchanges, The Brethren traces Justice Blackmun’s emotional, 

medical and legal reasoning that eventually led to the 7 to 2 Roe 

decision.  

In his biography of the late Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr., John C. 

Jeffries wrote, “The Brethren’s extended account of [the Nixon tapes 

case] was a triumph of investigative reporting.” 

Wired & John Belushi

In 1984, Woodward shifted to Hollywood, show business, music and 

drug culture with his book Wired: The Short Life and Fast Times of 

John Belushi.  

Based on records supplied by the comedian’s widow and extensive 

on-the-record interviews with the agents, producers, directors and 

friends such as actor Dan Aykroyd, Woodward charted the enabling 

culture that led to Belushi’s drug overdose death in 1982.  As the 

Village Voice said, “Woodward follows Belushi from one circle of hell 

to the next.” 

Belushi’s friends voiced strong objections after Wired was published, 

saying that Woodward failed to capture the humanity, talent and 

humor of Belushi, but in the end none disputed the facts, and later 

books described more extensive drug use by Belushi.

Veil & the CIA

The publication of Veil, The Secret Wars of the CIA, 1981-1987 

about William J. Casey’s time as President Reagan’s CIA director, 

created a sensation as the book rose to the top of the national 

bestseller lists.

Veil enumerated and described the secret covert actions of the Reagan 

administration in Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Libya, Cambodia, Iran, 

Angola and elsewhere.  

Casey’s intelligence war against terrorism and Communism included 

secret submarine missions, special eavesdropping teams and 

propaganda operations around the world. J. Anthony Lukas said in 

his review in The Washington Post, “Casey emerges in these pages an 

American original, a feisty, profane, pugnacious, dogmatic old man, 

determined to bull his way past the Congress, the press, the secretary 

of state, the ‘bean counters’ in his own agency, and any other 

obstacles to his brand of big-stick jingoism . . . .Woodward remains 

one of the best reporters of his generation, a man who knows how to 

play the subtle access game as well as anyone, and who emerges not 

only with his integrity intact, but with one hell of a story.”  

David Martin, the veteran CBS national security reporter, in The

New York Times review called the book “a penetrating, profane, and 

sometimes brilliant portrait . . . . This is no archaeological dig 

through the skeletons of the past. This is real-time intelligence.” 

Michael Beschloss in a Boston Globe review called it “the most 

revelatory book ever written on current American intelligence, 

espionage and covert action.”

!e Commanders & the 
Gulf WarIn 1991, Woodward published The 

Commanders, which included a detailed, inside account of the 

decision making leading up to the first Gulf War.  Newsweek ran 

excerpts with a drawing of General Colin Powell, then chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on the cover. The cover story was headlined, 

“The Reluctant Warrior,” and revealed some of Powell’s reservations 

about the war.

In his own 1995 memoir, My American Journey, Powell noted he had 

been called the Reluctant Warrior. “Guilty,” Powell wrote. “War is a 

deadly game; and I do not believe in spending the lives of Americans 

lightly.”  

Powell said that in one of his early phone conversations “Woodward 

had the disarming voice and manner of a Boy Scout offering to help 

an old lady cross the street.” 

Though his wife Alma warned him to be careful, Powell wrote, “I 

continued dealing with Woodward.”

Woodward’s 1996 campaign book The Choice on the race between 

Clinton and Bob Dole, the Republican presidential nominee, was 

widely praised.    Ken Adelman said in The Washington Times, “No 

one can top Mr. Woodward’s ‘fly-on-the-wall’ reporting on inside 

Washington . . . He captures [his] subjects essence, the trademark of 

any gifted biographer.”    Though The Choice was a national 

bestseller, it was the first of Woodward’s books not to make it to #1 

on the non-fiction list.
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